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Lesson 1 ?)QJ © o

Tiis 'eson introduces 7 letters of the Russ’an alpnabet. Scme of these let am1
.0 you because they look like lette:s in 12e £nglish alphabet and, in s cal
h

pronounced in ways that scer 2 sitvilar to the Frigiish alphabet , you il
be abie to recognize and read out loud the Russian abbreyfatio nds for "The
Union of Sovie Nocralist Republics' ) as well as ﬁ% of o egz words.

©
New Laiters 0¥

This lessou preoents to 1 tters. xﬁfes% seven letters, twH are vowel letters and
five are eonsonant le ers b? resented in a sequence that makes pedagogical
sense, not in t ich th ur in the alphchet. Hovever, to sart you off, here is ‘he
Russian the of Lesson 1 vnd>rlined:

Q@‘Bﬁ IIx Ee ¥& %k 33 Wi Vit Kk Jln Mo Au Qo Nin
ng Cc TT Yy &% 2Ix g " U iz B bisl be 56 0 dg

1.2 faAa (1.1 = audio file number)

"che first leiter of Lesson 1 is th> first letter of the Russian alphat-t. ) ist «5 in English, this letter
represents a vowel sound. I Russian, this is considered 2 hard-series vowel. (Lust us for now,
we'll explain more wi at this means before the end of this lessoi. ) When :iis letter occurs in a
word of cnly ane-syllable, it is aiways pronou e in a way that rlhyimes with the Eaglish woras
"pot” or "cot" in midwestern American {10t Rritish) pronurciation.  When the lette. occurs in

words of longer than one syllable, th> prcnunciatior wili vary according to the -ules that v/iii be q‘
presented in lesson 11. ?)
1.2 Tt Tm (1.2 = audio file number) O p S puP
This I=tte- 's a voiceless consonant letter. {'he term "voiceless” will be expla ct1on 1&06 @C

telow.) It may be a hard or soft co.aconat, as will be explained in s@& w Fc@ ow,

practice pronouncing these ictter ccm.binations:

AT

Ta %?) “ 6“"0%[?“
g OF s

rs1 the lovm%ase may look like anrcther English ieiier.

nt N Wi the materials dresented above and throughout this manual, romanface (Ar)
will alternaie 0 t1 at you can learn to recognize both st /les of print.
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13 Cete ?) .
Thi: i2uer is another voiceless consenant I¢ tier that may represent a hard &n onant, gl?*‘

Y

sound, as will be explained in se~t.on 1./ below. For now, practi le cogl‘l&wﬁ’%}l%
Car ﬂ ? o <§C 00115
Tacc Qﬂ\d @‘2»00
Acr o Rteg
Arc Q‘«J Nt
: T
ica AL
AW

Cam %’ oo
™ O o

)

14 PprPp

This letter is a voiced consonant {see section 1.5) kncwi. as a iquid - It is "rolled" or "tiil'e " as
you migh. expect to hear i in Spanish or Itclian, rather than Fiench or German. It, 5o, may be

harc or soit, as will be explained in cectivn 1.7. eq‘

1.4.1

Par

Pac ﬂ 006
Tpa N Oﬂ\)“\c. o2
Czp ‘e s 07
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9 QJ O o
pac e S a
Cmaoni Q\ ?\3\““
g g%
% b\‘e’“\“

142 TPp

it's very 1mpornm to pote that in English, the co 1s of] unced like .chr. ax
in the wor s "train” or "tree". In Russ1an th n Tp" ®#tver pronouncad with 2 "ch”

sownc. Fractice with these combma

INow that you've learned this letter, you ~an recognize aind pronounce the abbre viation USSR

CCCP

gOrE
1.5 5335 ﬂ 006

Some of the consonant letters thus “a- nave beer marked as "voicgl ss that
mean? 1t means that the con: onaiit sounds they represent ‘%& out ow rauon of the
vocal cords. Put the parn of your hand on your throaa nce th yw¥tan's name "Sue".
Now, keeping the pa.in of your hand on your ovnce t X 1sh word "zeo". You
shoull feel a vibration in your throat w ou nce, %ﬁﬁx\ ut not when yau piorcunce
‘Suc.' That's because isl is a voic nant so is a voiced consonant sound.
This is an important disting ugpronunma‘ncn ruie calied

The rule of regr @&ﬂﬁ ation @‘ZO

Ql)hrase that(m)aans s1mp1y that > m ~nuiiciation 61 one consonant is infiuenced by
@i nant %&1\ ws it.

)% s ?m\x‘f’“‘ﬁg
¢

00

@CO
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1.51 Cc/l73: .
Q‘\ o R
'n r’uss.an, there 2r¢ many pairs of consonants, each pair consisting of a v c&d oicelg&;\“‘

consonant. One of these pairsis /' 3. O ?Ob\"e‘o
Practice with these sounds: ﬂ ? Cﬁc@ms
\Y 00°
3ar Q o2
W

3ac w . 5(;0-'»

3pac

tlerz is a very important rule obout vo.ced and voiceless consonants: eq‘

In word-final posi‘ion, a oiced consonant is prononzncod like ivs voiceless mate.
$

ﬂ YO Cﬁc o
1.£.2° Voiced consonants in word-firal psoitions ﬂ\) ©2006
Each paii oi letter combinati»ns beiow (in the same row) is WCeQe sang: 1&91%'is no

difference in their ©-oncnciation. .
r 0\\‘“‘5

Tac Tas %ﬁq‘\x{ﬁ\%&.

ac Pa3 9\{0\‘6

3ac a3 \)\1 Y

Tpac T@ﬁ o2
3pac 3 co-’“\c.

po®

v

c g@\“‘e
Pac 6“-“\%[?" Pas
9}9}‘ 2az
Tpac 1pu3

3,uc 3113
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A
1.6 Hn 1o w 5 |
Tiis s ano.dier voiced consonant (like 33). Tts voiceless mate is Tt. Like
.t can also be a hard or soft concor.ant (see section 1.7). Remembe or 2 po gm\
will be pronounced like T1 Notc that the lower-case italic f ﬁ ter lookgiHterent
frony ihe other versions of tie jetter: it has a spme that ends (uthe left This ic an
important detai. thai will help you mstmgulsh th e letterg other letter who: e
spine rices vo and pends to the right.
1.6.1 ‘?}N
Q\ \\x
Ha ‘e ) ‘(@;ﬁny "YES"
g
PR Al e ]
i PO oo \
Oﬂ\l{) ¢ o2 MIpas 1
Cg!rmc' Tpar;
2 “““\9 Hap means "gift" or "tulent" - the title of a novel by Nebokoy
[?" Par Pan
Car Can
3ar 3an
Jlac Jas
ﬂaf' q‘
Lpac Upaz @

% \
Jpam Tpad YO FocVs L2e
Pam Pao ﬂ )]
) . ﬂ ©2°
am Cao O (0c
3am 3a0 ‘e s O°7
Q\

1.6.2 Clc
- ? \x‘?’“‘“%
V’hen [In is preceded by t g@n ona ﬁle voiceless cens onanu C¢ is pronounced

like 3z! This is anoth the r e gresswe assimi'lation. Practice with these
combinations; e ts co@(p@ ng sounds:

ﬁ’&ﬁ« ﬂ@ao‘f’ o’
%’%@&&6 ‘“% Ciia

) @coous Cmap Coap
Yo)
0 Cma Cona
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1.7 Sa 1a e ‘ A4
\0%

The last letter of this lesson iz the last letter of the Russian al er 1s§ —serles

voviel. If you've been vondeing about the references tcon s'in sections 1.2

through 1.6, nc'v yc a1l get your answer. § o 006

Al Russiar: consonanis ¢an be d1v1de Ll o tegor dased on the way they ar

such consomants and you ed a A just yet.) In arother category we have
consenants that are " Suft'". (Th e only three of thc-e anc you haven't iearned them

yet, either. ) RE) est of the Russian «'nhebet may be hard or soft depen g on
the let o 1 Ow s the (). 5 is another exan ple of the rule of regressive assimiiition )
Aqtf tc nsoggbt(iéﬁlther.

Oﬂ One of the three cunsorants that is always soft (you 11 lecrn them later)
N co- g A consorairt hat is followed by a soft-series vowe! (such as SIH)
?0\\&“9 » A corsovan: tnat is followed by a soft-sigi. (you'l iearn that ir lesson 9)

prcaounced. In one category i sonants th@:;(&re always "hard". (Tiere are only three

’ A hard consonant is either:

» One of the three canson. nis diat is always hard (you'll lecin th>m 1ater)
» A consonani that is toilowed by a nard-series vowel ‘suchas Aa)

» A censonart that is followed by a hard-<ign (you"l learn that in lesson 9)
> A -onsonant that 15 not always soft «nd it 12 word-final position

The pronunciation of a consorin. tha® can be either hard or soft depenas an tiie pronuaciation of YN‘
the letter that follows it V/hea we use the teris "hard" and "soft” we are referring to the nature

of the pronunciaton of the sound. The pronunciation i: deeriined by the placement of ¢ C ?0‘0‘
tongue in the n outi» when the sound is pronounc>d. f' OuS

“Vhen the consonaits are soft, they ¢ It preny unced by the middle of th 1ng

~oit palate (the soft part of the root o your mouth). The tenden s to Rigaounce
sounds at the front of the mou'th, so this will be a challen Nt first. Pr joe 1t now, even
it 1t makes you fecl elf-~onscious, until it becomes mﬁmﬁt thinking about.

Practice lis.ening to anc <peating the S sb

A%
‘1 E o
\/ 20
initial Soft Co Izwal dard Consonant

g 9 Tac
&}S\ ?\&\\‘0 Tzp

% “\9% Tar
) Cac
)06 (ﬁc Cﬂp Cap

CT Car

1.7.1
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3sic GRS q‘\
Jai4io! Soft Consorani Initial Hard Consonant%' L s[R
Sap 3ap % GO
a0 3ar { ?O Cﬁcoolﬁ?
%)
O
a

Is0 N
v oaSO”
ch @Q@ @ ?0\\\1\521
A'S

1.7.2 44 and ihe y-glide

‘The soft-series veve! Ss bas a special canaracteristic. ¥hen .f is it word-initial position, it is
ronounced with a "y-giide" as in the word "yawr." o1 "yos".  Practice with these combinot. ows;
: y-g y y
the sorunid.' in vach row are DIFFERENT.

Sic Ac eq‘
Ap  Ap %
dr Amr

Sp Al the first means "po.scn’ the second means "hell” ﬂ\)ﬂ

Is A3 \00'

ﬂ C AC N co a

> qx AWe®

"o BN

ST Am %%
@)

52 Ao the fiiq'me og%cg@e&e?:ond means "hell”
2 O
Sz As ﬁ\) S
( ’ C-
CO"‘O

i
QX ?\&\
pin®
oov°
S v
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~.8 Practice pronouncing th= ictter combinations below. Remem tha
in word final position are prcrour.ced as their voiceless mate e wor n Itahcs
in order to give yor practice reading and recognizing th? §CoO
1. Tpa 15. Cmapm Pa3 ©?‘o 45 Pacr

. ipa 16.@ CO S ipac 44. P30

2

3. Cam q% oaW T 31 e 45. sip

4 Cao YSJ W@‘“ 3\ Tade 46. Ap
1S —_

5. ﬁ()% a5 29 Pad 33. Tanc 47. 4"

. 3 20. Pac 34. Taps a3. dc
\z 0°

Oﬂ 7. P&@?° 21 Pas 35. Bapr 49. At

N \g Pas 22. Nap 3¢ Capr 50. An
?0\\“‘9 9. Jipac 23. Tap 37. Crpa 57 Crpa
»‘3 19. ipsic 24. Cap 38, 30pa 5Z. Cnpa
11. Tpas 25 e 39. Ipas 53 Crap
12. Tpsac 26. /lac 40. ps3 54. Coar
13. Tpac 27. Tac 41. Pacr £5. Cosp

14, Tpa3 28. Pac 42. Paso S5u. Cmap q‘
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Seif-Quiz ?)QJ co-
g\ ?o\\"“s

Pai* .. Listen to the sgunds in the scun fi.e and circle the ietter combinatt t@) trepres@ﬁs-

the opelhng of that sound.

Tap Tpac ?c
Tco Lisip Qﬂ\) ac @?aoo

i
2
3 3a1 3a N o.,B”ﬁ'
4 Hpa q@ 0\\.\‘\5 C Hap
5 TSI %‘Q.Y CTpa
6

Pa(b%%‘g b\&@r“ Yas

7
ﬂﬁ}l TP 0P Chap Cpotp
O 3 3p4 Crpa
Cd.()“\c Pac Paz Tpac
11 Agpr Apn Aapr
12 19 Tac Tpac
13 Hac LI Tsc
14 Tpac Tpsic Tpar
15 Hpac Hpsc [par
16 ChapT Cpapt Crnap
7 A3 Ac1 At q‘
18 Tisp JXac a3 @
19 Tac 3ac ¢

po®

20 Ha~ Isir Ilac $\)ﬂ ? 203 (ﬁc (}MS

Put 2. Circle the letters that best 1"t ‘1.2 category presented in each ‘

. A
Voiced Censcnants: q‘@ 0\\
Volceless consonants: \“% P
Hard-series vowels: Y

00”5
Soft-series \@‘l\)i A006 @C

B

s‘%@ach cong)fﬁgtlon of letters b:lo\v, uaderline the .

R

Y02 @C

\‘g,“}%rd consonariis: Crap Tsic 3ar  Lac  Psy  Tap  Cpac  [dpar

60w ?g Soft consonanis: Crap Tsc 3ar  gac Pax Tap Cuge Lpar



